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Represent Nationally through 

the NYLN 

State youth chapters are just the 

beginning.  For interested alumni 

the National Youth Leadership 

Network (NYLN) another step. 

 

Our second newsletter is full of photos and summaries 

from last summer’s Youth Leadership Forum’s across 

the United States.  It’s quite amazing reading about the 

activities that each youth had the opportunity to 

experience.  We really have an amazing group of 

graduates!  The future is bright!   
 

Don’t forget we have monthly conference calls every 

third Thursday from 2:00 to 3:00pm Eastern time. This 

gives us time to talk to others involved in the planning of 

a YLF.  Usually we discuss any business we may have 

(such as redoing the website).  The last 30 minutes of 

the call is reserved for a monthly topic.  Our topics for 

2013 are:  

February: Sexuality & Disability 

March: YLF Planning Structures 

April: YLF Structure & Agenda 

May: Staff Training 

August: Evaluating Your YLF 

September: Alumni Activities 

October: Employment of Youth with Disabilities 

November: Recruitment of YLF 

December: Free discussion! 

Make sure to spread the word about the AYLF website!  
We’re in the process of updating the look to the site.  
We’re excited to add photos from state YLFs, a 
resource page and other features.  www.aylf.net  
 
You can also keep up with us on our Facebook fan 
page! http://www.facebook.com/AssociationYLF  It’s a 
great way to read about opportunities as well as meet 
other YLF Alumni and Coordinators!    
 

This issue includes 2012 
summaries from the following 
YLFs 

Florida YLF 
Ohio YLF 

Virginia YLF 
Kansas YLF 

Oklahoma YLF 
Missouri YLF 

Washington YLF 
California YLF 

Maryland YLF 

http://www.aylf.net/
http://www.facebook.com/AssociationYLF


YLF 2012 HIGHLIGHTS 

  

 

In late July, nearly 70 students with disabilities from across the state participated in the 2012 Florida Youth 

Leadership Forum (YLF). This four-day event hosted by The Able Trust honed the leadership and social 

skills of its participants, creating leaders and advocates in their home communities. Secretary of the Florida 

Department of Children and Families & Florida’s Chief Operating Officer David Wilkins was the keynote 

speaker at the annual Mentors’ Luncheon on July 20. He, along with Florida House of Representatives 

member Alan Williams and other dignitaries addressed YLF participants on the importance of leadership, 

education, and employment. 

"When I first came to the Youth Leadership Forum, I wasn't sure if I would like it or not," 2012 delegate 

Brianna Robinson admitted. "I was really shy and didn't have enough confidence in myself at all.  Well, at this 

camp I made a lot of new friends and opened up to a lot of people. I also understood other people's disability 

and I didn't feel alone."  

Highlights of Florida YLF 2012 included Day at the Capitol, a mock legislative session in the House 

Chambers, business and etiquette training, a Science, Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM)-focused 

career fair, and post-secondary education resource seminars.   

"When William returned home and shared his experience, he was so energized," Terri Rose, the mother of 

2012 delegate William Rose said.  "All the fears and concerns he had when he left were replaced with 

confidence and enthusiasm about his future. He now has hope, and a sense of peace about the direction of 

his life." 

FLORIDA CLASS 2012 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The 14th annual Ohio Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) for high school juniors and seniors with disabilities 

was held July 16 – 19 at the Embassy Suites in Columbus, Ohio.  36 delegates and 8 second year 

delegates, who returned as junior staff, attended this 4 day event. 

Delegates arrived on Monday afternoon and were welcomed by Kevin Miller, Director of the Ohio 

Rehabilitation Services Commission, Coach Bill Wadley from the Ohio State University Swim Team, Linda 

Oda, Chair of the Governor's Council on People with Disabilities and the volunteer staff.  

That evening the delegates watched the multi-award winning documentary Darius Goes West.  The film 

depicts the story of fifteen year old Darius Weems, diagnosed with Duchennes Muscular Dystrophy and 

eleven of his best friends as they set off across America with the goal of getting Darius’ wheelchair 

customized on MTV’s Pimp My Ride.  The film embodies two of the principles behind YLF: advocacy and 

leadership and has been described as part revolution, part revelation, proving to people of all ages that life, 

even if imperfect, is always worth the ride.  After the movie, delegates had free time to swim in the hotel 

pool or play wheelchair basketball. 

The next two days were packed with informative presentations, a technology and resource fair, a surprise 

live chat via web cam with Darius Weems from the movie Darius Goes West, a trip to the Statehouse, and 

meeting other advocates and community leaders. Our evening events included a dance and mentoring 

dinner, along with more swimming with the Ohio State University Swim Team.  We wrapped up with a 

talent show on Thursday and parents were invited to arrive early to watch the show and then take their 

student home. 

 

OHIO CLASS 2012 



  

 

July 22-27 twenty-one Virginia high school students arrived on the campus of Virginia Commonwealth 

University, this year’s YLF focused on the American’s with Disabilities Act, the disability rights 

movements, and the lives affected by them. The week began with a warm welcome from Virginia 

Board for People Disabilities’ Director and Chair, and an engaging discussion on “What is Leadership” 

by motivational speaker, LeDerick Horne, whose poetry and personal story inspired all.  Delegates 

also heard from guest speakers John Chappell, who educated them on the history of people with 

disabilities and the civil rights movements, Nelson Lauver, The American Storyteller, and a staff 

person, who shared their personal stories of a time when the ADA did not exist.  Before the week’s 

end, Student Delegates were involved in a teamwork activity to develop PSAs on Title I – Title V of the 

ADA which premiered at their graduation. During small group session throughout the week Delegates 

developed benchmarks and strategies to reach goals displayed on their Personal Leadership Plan.  

Another highlight of the week was Capitol Day. Delegates had the honor of being addressed by 

Virginia’s Secretary of Health and Human Resources, Dr. Bill Hazel. Mock committee members were 

impressed with the variety and depth of testimonies given by the Student Delegates.  

Each year the Youth Leadership Forum brings together a small group of students who are strangers 

to one another, introduces them to their disability culture in a way that many of them were not aware 

of before and inspires them to take a vested interest in their futures as leaders and this year was no 

different.  Students left the YLF with a greater appreciation of their history inspired by others stories 

and confident in their ability to... Learn Today, Lead Tomorrow!  

 

VIRGINIA CLASS 2012 



 

 

Are you able, strong, proud, and enough? The delegates from the 12th Annual Kansas Youth Leadership 

Forum (KSYLF) confidently say that they are! After a week full of learning and growing, twenty-five youth 

leaders returned home exclaiming this year’s theme, “I am Able. I am Strong. I am Proud. I am Enough!”  

This year’s KSYLF was held on June 19 – 23, 2012 at Washburn University in Topeka. Twenty-five 

dynamic, energetic young leaders with disabilities attended the Forum. There were 33 staff members 

present throughout the week, including six KSYLF alumni who returned to serve as peer mentors and 

share their experiences. 

The KSYLF week was full of empowerment, great memories, and growth amongst the participants. The 

delegates demonstrated developing leadership and advocacy skills, as well as a determination to reach 

their future goals. The young leaders bonded as a group, but also showed their individual personalities and 

abilities. The delegates experienced many fun activities throughout the week and heard from important 

community leaders on a variety of topics. Speakers touched on topics such as leadership, disability 

awareness, disability heritage, goal setting, advocacy, and assertiveness. Delegates debated an anti-

bullying mock bill in the Senate Chambers of the State Capital. Five alumni shared their experiences with 

employment, education, independent living, etc. The “Real Life Affair” and Resource Fair provided the 

delegates with community resources to survive in the “real world.”  

One of the highlights of the week was the Mentor Luncheon where students were paired with a mentor 

from their area who had a similar career interest.  Two awards were given out at the Luncheon. The Justin 

Cosco Scholarship Award was presented to Danielle Hasenkamp, 2007 KSYLF Alumna. A new award, the 

Mentoring Matters Award, was presented to strong community advocate, Stephanie Sanford. 

 

KANSAS CLASS 2012 



 

 

Oh, The Places You Can Go! was the theme for the ninth annual Oklahoma Youth Leadership Forum 

(OKYLF).  Eighteen rising youth embarked on their path of becoming a leader in their community in June 

2012.  The week was full of learning, incredible growth among delegates and tons of fun!   

We heard from engaging speakers like LeDerick Horne, who shared his story as well as his poetry.  

Michael Beers taught us more about disability history and the independent living movement.  Dr. Jamie 

VanDycke taught us about personal and systems advocacy and then got us started on our own leadership 

plans.  Representative Ben Sherrer explained the legislative process in preparation of our legislative 

debate over House Bill 3393, otherwise known as the Lindsay Nicole Scholarship for Students with 

Disabilities Act.  Representative Jason Nelson, the bill’s author, met with us while at the Capitol.  

Lieutenant Governor Todd Lamb was inspiring and everyone rushed to get a photo with him!   This year 

was our second annual YLF Olympics and we learned more about leadership roles in the process.  We had 

the best silly string war ever and probably have the best Oklahoma City Thunder fans around!  It was a lot 

of fun staying up past curfew to watch the Thunder play the Miami Heat for the NBA Championship. 

We had a record number eleven alumni mentors return for the summer.  They presented an incredible 

alumni panel as well as a poster gallery that shared their volunteer experiences.    

2012 was an incredible week spent with amazing young men and women.  The future is bright!   To learn 

more about our week, email Jen (jenifer.randle@okddc.ok.gov)!  

 

OKLAHOMA CLASS 2012 

mailto:jenifer.randle@okddc.ok.gov


 

 

 

  

 

22 young men and women were delegated to represent their Missouri communities by attending the 10th 

Annual Missouri Youth Leadership Forum held at the University of Missouri in Columbia on July 22 – 25.  

This year, the curriculum was updated by implementing technology into the learning process through the 

use of iPads. Family, friends, and members of the Forum enjoyed a creative and informative presentation 

using the technology and talents contributed from each and every delegate sharing what they learned and 

how they will apply their skills at home. 

The first day of the Forum focused getting acquainted using ice breakers. Additional events that day 

included a variety of speakers, small group discussions about leadership and objectives for the conference, 

and developing team names.  The evening concluded with socializing and the movie “Darius Goes West”. 

The theme for the second day was disability culture, disability rights, and self-determination. The highlight 

of the day was the mentoring event conducted by people with disabilities, representing a variety of careers 

sharing their self advocacy efforts in pursuing careers in small group settings. The evening entertainment 

included a scavenger hunt around campus, sports night of wheelchair basketball, line dancing, and 

baseball.  

On the third day, Legislative Day, the delegates traveled to the Capitol to learn about the state‘s legislative 

process and the impact voting has on people with disabilities. The Missouri legislators participated in the 

mock legislative session by coaching the delegates through the legislative process. That evening was 

“show time”!  

The final day the delegates worked in their groups finishing up their leadership plans, preparing their team 

presentations, and participating in career development workshops.  The evening concluded at the 

presentation was given by video followed by a live interactive Skype visit displayed on three large screens.   

 

MISSOURI CLASS 2012 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

California Youth Leadership Forum 2012 

 

For a week this summer, the Governor’s Committee on Disability Issues and Employment held the11th 

Youth Leadership Forum for High School Students with Disabilities at Western Washington University 

in Bellingham.  A diverse group of 14 students participated in the event this summer. They came from 

all over the state, with many different disabilities and ethnic, racial and economic backgrounds. 

The goal of the forum is for students to come away with a belief that diversity is the foundation of any 
successful community. Celebrate the differences and eliminate the barriers. It’s crucial that young 
people with disabilities learn to identify themselves with pride as individuals and as members of the 
very accomplished disability community.  

The students listened to a variety of speakers about their own experiences and how to reach goals, 
achieve independence and be a leader. They learned how to apply for services in high school, about 
the history of disability issues in America and how to be politically active in their communities. They 
attended workshops on how to write a résumé, how to apply and interview for a job, how to advocate 
and get the services they need when attending a university, community or trade school, and about 
adaptive technology to help them succeed. Planned activities helped them apply what they learned in 
the presentations. 

Daman Wandke, a former forum attendee and graduate student at Western Washington University, 
discussed how he advocated and developed a resource center for college students with disabilities, 
and he encouraged attendees to learn to advocate for themselves.  

A highlight of the forum was keynote speaker, Richard Pimentel, a Vietnam veteran, who returned 
home profoundly deaf. Pimentel learned to advocate for medical services and accommodations he 
needed to be successful in college. He is recognized nationally and around the world for educating 
employers about disability employment issues.  

The Youth Leadership Forum is also about having fun. Students went swimming, rode adaptive bikes 
(no matter what their disability), participated in a talent show, showed off their moves on the dance 
floor, viewed the gardens and art at the university, and, most importantly, talked and laughed together.  

 

 

 

 

 

WASHINGTON CLASS 2012 



 

 

The 21st annual YLF was held in Sacramento, California on July 23-27, 2012.  Fifty-six high school 

students with disabilities (referred to as "delegates") were chosen from all over California to participate in 

the five-day career and leadership training program.  Delegates stayed on campus at California State 

University Sacramento and attended small and large group discussions designed to help them transition 

to post-secondary education, employment, and independent living.  The program included presentations 

from disability community leaders and adult role models with disabilities, an assistive technology and 

resource fair, and a formal luncheon with community leaders.  Delegates visited the Capitol to meet with 

State legislators and listen to speakers from the administration.   

A presentation on disability history and culture was provided, helping delegates develop confidence and 

a sense of disability pride.  Afterward, the groups participated in disability history and etiquette jeopardy 

game, reinforcing what they learned during the presentation.  Mark Goffeney, a performing artist born 

without arms, played an amazing set of songs using a guitar with his feet (and added some comic relief in 

between songs!).   

There were also some new activities added to the YLF program this year.  California borrowed the "YLF 

Olympics" idea from Oklahoma's YLF, which was an absolute hit with the delegates.  A joint dinner with 

the African American Leaders for Tomorrow program provided facilitated discussion questions, helping 

young leaders realize their commonalities as members of a stigmatized minority group.   

At the end of the program, each delegate developed a “Personal Leadership and Advocacy Plan", 

outlining specific action items to help them reach their career and advocacy goals. Delegates provided 

comments about the week during a closing session held on the last day of YLF. Listed below are some of 

the compelling statements provided by delegates about their experience at YLF.  

CALIFORNIA CLASS 2012 



 

In June of 2012, the Maryland Youth Leadership Forum (YLF) invited 30 youth with disabilities throughout 

the state to a four day and three night event held at Bowie State University. Through the week, the YLF 

focuses on five training session modules: The Principles of Leadership, The Experience of Disability, 

Technology and Resources to Reach My Goals, Living on my Own and Reaching My Career Goals, and 

Leading in My Community. Our big events included a mentors dessert, where successful professionals with 

disabilities came and meet with the youth; a resource and assistive technology fair, exposing the YLF 

participants to AT and resources available to them now and later on; legislative day, where students learned 

what goes into making a bill and presenting it to legislators, and; their personal leadership plans, of what 

they want to accomplish in the future and steps for personal advocacy on how to meet those goals. We also 

had a dance and “YLF’s Got Talent” show to wrap up the events.  

Although an intense training throughout the week, this also gave youth the opportunity to stay on a college 

campus, make new friends from all over the state, and be exposed to opportunities for themselves. We 

strive to enhance in students with disabilities, leadership potential, self-advocacy, academic success, 

involvement in their school and community and provide them with training and experiences, role models, 

and mentors to assist them in becoming tomorrow's leaders. 

 

 

 

 MARYLAND CLASS 2012 


